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I T-Indore director trashes staff's allegations

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Indore/IIT-Indore-director-trashes-staffs-
allegations/articleshow/43805161.cms

INDORE: Director of Indian Institute of Technology-Indore, Pradeep Mathur on Monday refuted charges levelled against
him by an institute staff in an e-mail to Union minister for HRD Smriti Irani recently and termed them false and baseless.
In an exclusive talk with TOI, the director replied threadbare to various issues pertaining to permanent campus, faculty
recruitment, skewed distribution of funds, promotions, autocratic functioning and uncontrolled expenses.

About permanent campus he said, it is baseless to allege that | 'fought' with state government when both stakeholders
would like such a prestigious institute as IIT to flourish in Indore. "While most of the new IITs started their operations in
2008, IIT-Indore along with a couple of few others started operations in 2009. But still lIT-Indore's progress on the
permanent campus development has been at par with all new IITs," said the director.

He added process of land acquisition was long awaited due to various agencies involved and everything was legally
finalized in July 2014.

On faculty recruitment, he said, "It is certainly not true that two disciplines have 44% of the faculty. We are recruiting
faculty in disciplines that need more faculty but it is an ongoing process and the figures will keep changing accordingly."

"Funds are distributed according to research needs of different departments and faculty members of various
disciplines," said Mathur on being asked about skewed distribution of funds adding there is no disparity between
departments.

On allegation of improper recruitment, he said, "The recruitment is transparent with multiple checks and balances.
Selection committee is composed of eminent academicians including the highest national award winners in the field of
science and research - Bhatnagar awardees and fellows of national academies who are all external members." Faculty
recruitment has to be approved by the board of governors (BOG) of the institute, he said. [IT-Indore has set a benchmark
for selection committee to be active researchers in particular areas of research of the applicants, he said.

Clarifying on allegations about autocratic functioning at the institute,the director said most faculty members are part of
important decision making committees. "There is decentralization of roles and responsibilities, academic senate have
members from all departments/ disciplines including heads and deans and all decisions are taken after thorough
deliberation and discussion. Tol regrets not carrying the director's detailed version in its Monday issue.
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